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The following presentation combines the written 

breed standard enhanced with photographs as 

well as centuries old art reflecting that while 

some breeds would now be unrecognizable the 

"Pointer" has changed very little. 

Our desire is for this presentation to 

add visual support to the written standard. 



The Beginning



Trouble starts hereé.



HISTORY

Several breeds were used in the development 

of the Pointer as we know it today.  

The Spanish Pointer was brought to England 

and  in the course of its development, was

crossed with the Greyhound, Foxhound and 

possibly Bloodhounds and Bull Terriers.  

Keep in mind that these breeds were very different than 

what we see today.   



Preserved in the 

British Museum of Natural 

History in London. 

FT Ch. Seabreezewas owned 

by William Arkwright, 

the author of the 

bible of the breed,
òThe Pointer and his Predecessors,ó 

1902.

Similar heads can be seen in 

the ring today and this dog was 

bred over a 

100 years ago!



Artist, Victor Peter. (1840-1918) 

French, born and died in Paris.

An accomplished and prolific 

sculptor, painter and medalist who 

exhibited for the first time at the 

Salon in 1868 with a painting, but showed animal bronzes 

and a few portrait busts there regularly from 1873-1914.

He won several first class and gold awards and was made a 

Knight of the Legion d'Honneur in 1900. His 

works are in the Caen and the Angers 

Museums. His animal works include over one 

hundred plaques, medallions and bronzes.

Pointer Art



Pointer Art

Giacomo Merculiano 1859-1934

Italian, born in Naples.

Possibly the sculptor who signs himself J. Merculiano.

He studied in Naples and exhibited there as well as in 

Palermo. He moved to Paris and became a naturalized 

Frenchman, winning an honorable mention in the 1889 

Exposition Universelle. He was a portraitist and an animalier.



B. 1887-1939 - French artist Leon Danchin was born in Lille in 1887, studied sculpture at 

L'Ecole des Beaux Art in Paris and was accepted by the Salon des Artists from the 

age of sixteen. Without abandoning his sculpture, he devoted himself to drawing, 

painting, watercolours and engraving. His specific interest developed towards 

country scenes with particular attention to dogs. Danchin's work is widely recognized 

as some of the finest when it comes to the canine species. He specialized in sporting 

dogs and his images grace some of the most prestigious homes in the world. 

Danchin's fine eye for detail and expression is evident in all of his work. 

Pointer Art



Title: ñA Good Shotò 

Artist: C. Spiegle 

Copyright 1898 by 

Robert M. Donaldson                   

Lithograph by 

Donaldson Brothers, 

New York

Compliments of

Karen Blasche   

American Pointer Club 

Historian 

Pointer Art
The dog in the foreground is in an exact pose done by  

Gustav Muss-Arnolt in 1895 Here is  the dog with the 

woodcock in its mouth on a postcard.

There are 4 different postcards featuring

the pointer with the woodcock, but no

artist is named on any of them;

however, one has a copyright of 1889

(notice here that dog's pose and

woodcock's head are reversed . In those

days artists used to borrow freely from

one another, without a grain of

conscience it seems, and copyrights

were awarded as long as they weren't

EXACT copies.



Winners Bitch at the 1917 Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show, placing first inthe Novice, 
American-bred, Limit Bitches (50 lbs & over), 
Open Bitches (50 lbs & over) andField Trial 
classes.The judge was Albert F.   Hochwalt. It 
was Mary's first and only appearance at a bench 
show, and it came directly on the heels of her 
spectacularwin as a derby at just 2 yrs of ageat 
the National Field Trial Championship held at 
Grand Junction, TN.

Mary Montrose
owned by 

William Ziegler, Jr.

She later became the first triple 

National Field Trial champion in 1920.



GENERAL APPEARANCE

The Pointeris bredprimarilyfor sportafield; he shouldunmistakablylook and

act the part. The idealspecimengivesthe immediateimpressionof compact

powerandagilegrace; theheadnoble,proudlycarried; theexpressionintelligent

andalert; themuscularbodybespeakingbothstayingpoweranddash.



This artwork demonstrates that after a century the 

Pointerôs  characteristics remain unchanged

Artist: Maud Earl Early 20th Century 

Artist: Boris Riab Mid 20th Century





Marguerite Kirmse 

American 1885-1954 

Marguerite Kirmse was a  versatile 

and dedicated artist, and although 

her reputation is deservedly based on 

her many etchings, she also worked 

in pencil, pastel, oil and executed a 

series of bronzes which have 

become increasingly rare.



Here is an animal whose 

every movement shows 

him to be a wide-awake, 

hard-driving hunting 

dog possessing stamina, 

courage, and the desire 

to go. And in his  

expression are the 

loyalty and devotion of a 

true friend of man.



Thomas Blinks 1853-1910

POINTER ARTWORK



The Pointer is bred primarily for sport afield;

he should unmistakably look and act the part. 
Before making a final decision, ask yourself, ò

Could this dog do what it was bred to do?ó

Italic text is commentary



TEMPERAMENT
The Pointerõs even 

temperament and 

alert good sense 

make him a 

congenial 

companion both in 

the field and in the 

home. He should 

be dignified and 

should never show 

timidity toward 

man or dog.


